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Avizonn Open Meeting LaW
Avizonn Reviseo statutes

Title 38, Chapter 4, Avrticle 2.1
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AR,S. § 38-431.09

It is the public policy of this state that meetings
of public bodies be conducted openly and that
notices and agendas be provideo for such
meetings which contain such information as is
reasonably necessary to inform the public of the
matters to be oiscussed or decided.
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AR.S. § 38421
"Public bodg" means the legislature, all boards
and commissions of this state or political
subdivisions, all multimenber governing bodies
of...this state or political subdivisions.. Public
b()d@ ncludes all quﬂslju&i’wlat bodies and all
standing, sp@ciat DY &w{\/usorg commmLttees or
subcommittees of, or appointed by, the public

body.
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Sounds good, A meetiing occurs ANY ;
right? But what TIME a gquorum of the  §

acmaug e e public bod@ discusses,
meetiing? : proposes, or takes Legal
e é actlon on a subject
that s Veasowabtg

E Lilkeely to come before

5 the commlittee.

Electronic Meettngs

Tradittonal Meetitngs
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\/lf quorun pr@semt pos‘c
the event

videntify date, time,
Location anal purpose

v State wo Legal action
will be taken.
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Lesson: Be caveful responding to emails.

* Ustng “Reply AlL” 5
Forwargling Emails may
Lead to OML trouble.
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pitfalls in OML
4. Soclal Media @ 5

(tllustrations of energing ssues) OML
problems?

§ YOou post comments / l

about the public meeting §
on Your private

Facebook page—where ,
Not necessarily...

* Be careful “Liking”
coMmMents

You just happen to be
“friends” with other :
menmbers of Your public |

Y dg- * Do not direct

comments to other
committee members




Meeting Agenda

st be
posted 24
. hrs before

reeting |

Matters to be ™,
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where a detatleo
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potained)
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Cam We ALsciuss matters
not on the agenda?
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Violatipns

ACTIONS taken bg
the Committee are PENALTIES...
NULL and VOID. v £500 civil penalty each violation

VREMOVAL of a committee
member Uf the court makes a
finding of tntent

v Assess the officer with ALL
COSTS awarded to the plaintiff

V' MAY NOT spend public monies
for Legal counsel

The Attorney Gewneral or
Oouwtld Attomeg
INVESTIGATES.
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conflict of Interest Law

AR.S. § BE-503

Awny public officer who has, or whose relative has,
a substantial tnterest in an issue before the
committee (or subbcomumittee) shall declave
conflict and refrain from participating in any
manner Ln such dectston.

AR.S. § BE-502

“Substantial Lnterest" means any wowgpeautative
p_ecuwiargu oY proprigtarg Lnterest, elther divect or
Lndirect, other thaw a remote Linterest.




Who Does It AppLg T0?

* Boavo/committee menbers

AND
* Thelr SPOUSE, chtldren, parents, Ln-laws,
orandcehildren, gra mdpar@mts, Suay chtlolven,

step parents, brothers and sisters (whole, half or
step), or brothers and sisters of thelr spouse.




{Does M_ember have a Oom,ﬂ’wt o{}
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'Fbo theg ha\/e‘\ ] _
a “peeuniary’” § They have a pecuniary or |
or proprietary pmprﬁ@targ Lnterest whewn §
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what does the Mentber do it they
have a substantial interest?
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What happens Lf Member Violates
the conflict of interest Laws?

CIVIL SWIT to enforce the Law
Court MAY award reasonable attorney’s fees

Class VI Felony for INTENTIONALLY or
KNOWINGLY vaatw\,g the law

class | Misdemeanor for RECKLESSLY or
NEGQUIGENTLY Violating the Law

Person found guilty might be required to
FORFEIT his PUBLIC OFFICE
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